375. LETTER TO DADABHAI NAOROJl

DURBAN,

NATAL,
June 8y 1906

TO

THE HON'BLE DADABHAI NAOROJI

KENNINGTON ROAD

LONDON

DEAR SIR,

I had your last cablegram suggesting that I should go to England
alone by same steamer as the commissioners.

I was making preparations accordingly, when a communication
was received from the Natal Government accepting the offer of the Indian
community to form an "Indian Stretcher-Bearer Corps". I am5 therefore,
expecting to leave for the front any day.

Under the circumstances, we have all decided that the formation
of the Corps is far more important than a visit to England. It is recog-
nised that I should be \\ith the Corps, at least in the initial stages. It is
evident that the Natal Government intend to test the capability of the
Indians for ambulance work.

I fear, therefore, for the present, I should abandon any idea of going
to England.

We here, therefore, hope that the Committee that is looking after
Indian interests in South Africa will take the necessary steps to place the
position before the Government.

You will have seen the statement placed before the Constitution
Committee1 on behalf of the British Indians in the Transvaal. It represents
all that could be said in the matter. The statement appears in Indian
Opinion for the 2nd instant.

/ remain,
Tours faithfully,

M. R. GANDHI

From a photostat of the original: G.N. 2273

Fikfe "Statement Presented to Constitution Cbtomittee", pp. 335-44.